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The initial case was brought by Telstra against Phone Directories Company (PDC), which it claimed had breached Telstra’s copyright 
by using its directories to put together phone books under the PDC brand name. 

The Federal Court initially decided that no copyright existed in Telstra’s directories because there were no identifi able authors and 
insuffi cient originality. Telstra argued in its appeal that it was not necessary to identify all of the authors to prove copyright existed, 
and that there was suffi cient work of a literary nature that went into making the directories to establish originality.

It is likely to be several months before the full bench of the Federal Court hands down a decision.

Telstra has continued its legal battle to protect the value of its directories business, Sensis, appealing the Federal Court’s ruling from 
earlier this year that found neither the Yellow Pages nor the White Pages was protected by copyright. 
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